
  

  

     
 

 

            

       

 

           

        

      

         

 

         

         

        

 

        

         

          

          

          

  

  

 
     

    
  

   
  

 
 

    

  

 

 

Selected Bibliography 

Deaf and Disability Art Practices 

Created by Julien Procuta, as part of a practicum at l'École de bibliothéconomie et des sciences de 

l’information (Université de Montréal) in the Summer of 2021. 

Introduction 

The artistic practices of Deaf and Disabled artists1 play a crucial role in the dismantling of ableism, 

presenting alternative discourse in which disability is repositioned within broader social and 

cultural frameworks. These processes are widely recognized as the act of “cripping the arts”, 

whereby disability is seen as a creative entry point rather than a pathology.2 

The following bibliography compiles various documents within Artexte’s collections related to 

Deaf and Disabled art practices, including exhibition catalogs and artists’ publications, as well as 

specialized periodicals and works of theory and critical thought. 

While not exhaustive, this bibliography is intended to be a reference tool to provide further 

insight into Deaf and Disabled art practices. Moreover, it is our wish that the bibliography may 

shed light on certain gaps within Artexte’s collection, so it can ultimately strive towards a better 

representation of the wide range of practices emerging from these communities. To make 

suggestions for additions to this ongoing collection, please don't hesitate to contact us by writing 

to collections@artexte.ca. 

1 “This expression refers to people who identify as Deaf or disabled, people living with a disability, or 
functional limitations, people who are hard of hearing, deafened, deaf-blind, Usher deaf, neurodiverse or 
neuroatypical, people who have a cognitive or an intellectual disability, people with mental illness, or 
mental health issues, people who identify as mad, as having mixed abilities or as anything else not listed 
here” (Canada Council for the Arts, “Deaf and Disability Arts Practices -- Research Report” (2020), 8, 
https://canadacouncil.ca/-/media/Files/CCA/Research/2021/02/Report.pdf). 

2 Eliza Chandler, “Introduction: Cripping the Arts in Canada,” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 8, no. 

1 (2019): 3. https://doi.org/10.15353/cjds.v8i1.468. 

1 
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Lastly, it is important to recognize that, as an able-bodied person in a position of white settler 

and middle-class privilege, the author cannot attest to the lived experiences of Deaf and Disabled 

people, nor articulate their full complexities. 

Last update: July 12th 2021 

Keywords and search terms 

- Corps/body - Therap* 

- Handicap/disability - Patholog* 

- Deaf*/surdité/sourditude - Care 

- Crip* - Sign language 

- Ableis - Barrier* 

- Accessibilit* - Mental health/santé mentale 

- Illness/sickness/maladie - Médecine/medicine 

- Mad*/folie - Chronic 

- Physicality - Healing 

- Embodiment 

An asterisk (*) placed at the end of a word isolates the root of a term and retrieves any variant 

endings. For example, patholog* could fetch pathology, pathological, pathologize, etc. 

Sources 

Disability 

Beyond Borders : An International Art Exhibition. Toronto, Ont.: Creative Spirit Art Centre, 

1993. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/6360/. 

Burnham, Clint. Contingent Bodies : Brigitta Kocsis. Vancouver, BC: Grunt Gallery, 2017. 

https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/28523/. 

Chandler, Eliza. “Cripping Community: New Meanings of Disability and Community.” no 

more potlucks, no. 19 (2012): 68-75. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/25633/. 
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Cripping the Arts : Changing How We Create and Experience Arts and Culture. Toronto, Ont: 

Harbourfront Centre, Tangled Art + Disability, 2019. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/31012/. 

Derby, John, and Alice Wexler. Contemporary Art and Disability Studies. New York, NY: 

Routledge, 2020. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/32669/. 

Gorman, Rachel. “Whose disability culture?” Fuse Magazine 30, no. 3 (2005): 15-21. 

https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/22591/. 

Jacob-Maguire, Charlotte. “Reinventing Strangeness: Shannon Finnegan and the Demand 

for Disabled Futures.” esse arts + opinions, no. 100 (2020): 50–57. https://e-

artexte.ca/id/eprint/22738/. 

Jacob-Maguire, Charlotte. “An Artistic Examination of Medical Records: A Critic of 

Biopower in the Work of Salima Punjani and Carolyn Lazard.” Vie des arts, no. 261 (2021): 

32-35. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/22746/. 

Kafai, Shayda. Crip Kinship : The Disability Justice & Art Activism of Sins Invalid. Vancouver, 

BC: Arsenal Pulp Press, 2021. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/32777/. 

Korff-Sausse, Simone, Albert Ciccone, Sylvain Missonnier, Roger Salbreux, and Régine 

Scelles. Art et Handicap : Enjeux cliniques. Toulouse, France: Éditions érès, 2013. https://e-

artexte.ca/id/eprint/32775/. 

McDonald, Donna, and Bree Hadley. The Routledge Handbook of Disability Arts, Culture, 

and Media. New York, NY: Routledge, 2020. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/32668/. 

Preciado, Paul B. Lorenza Böttner: Requiem for the Norm. Montreal, Qc: Leonard & Bina 

Ellen Art Gallery, 2021. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/32700/. 

Sandell, Richard, Joyce Dodd, and Rosemarie Garland-Thomson. Re-Presenting Disability : 

Activism and Agency in the Museum. New York, NY: Routledge, 2010. https://e-

artexte.ca/id/eprint/32667/. 
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Journal, no. 54 (2020): 64-65. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/29071/. 

Ware, Syrus Marcus, and Elizabeth Sweeney. “Failure to Adapt: A Conversation Between 

Syrus Marcus Ware and Elizabeth Sweeney”. no more potlucks, no. 34 (2014). https://e-
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Wright, Alexa, Catherine Long, and Sonia Barnes. Alexa Wright : “I.” Montréal, Qc: Articule, 

2000. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/17872/. 

Deafhood 

Barrett, Dale, Heather Gibson, and Anita Small. David Bobier : Signing On : Adopting a 

Cultural Perspective. London, Ont.: McIntosh Gallery, University of Western Ontario, 1995. 
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Limousin, 1996. https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/10579/. 

Cliche, Mireille, and Sara Hanley. Corps perceptifs. Montréal, Qc: Centre Turbine, 2020. 
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Illness 

Abareshi, Panteha. I Am Inside the Body : Panteha Abareshi. Saratoga, California: Sming, 
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DOSSIER 351 - TANGLED ART + DISABILITY (Toronto) 

DOSSIER 353 - GRUNT GALLERY (Vancouver) 

DOSSIER: 500 - RENDEZVOUS WITH MADNESS (Workman Theatre Project, Toronto, Ont.) 

DOSSIER: 700 - ART ET HANDICAP / ART AND DISABILITY 

DOSSIER: 700 - LE CORPS / THE BODY 

DOSSIER: 700 - THÉRAPIE PAR L'ART / ART THERAPY 

DOSSIER: 700 - ART ET SIDA / ART AND AIDS 

Artists’ Files 

DOSSIER: 410 - BOBIER, DAVID 

DOSSIER: 420 - GRIGELY, JOSEPH 

DOSSIER: 410 - KEALEY, SUSAN 

DOSSIER: 410 - WARE, SYRUS MARCUS 

DOSSIER: 420 - ABARESHI, PANTEHA 
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Further reading 

Akimbo 

The Cripsters (blog) 

Alt-text as Poetry 

https://alt-text-as-poetry.net/ 

Bodies in Translation, research project 

https://bodiesintranslation.ca/ 

Canada Council for the Arts 

Deaf and Disability Arts Practices in Canada - rapport de recherche (2020) 

Cripping Masculinity, research project 

https://www.crippingmasculinity.com/ 

The Deaf, Disability & Mad Arts Alliance of Canada 

https://ddmaac.weebly.com/ 

Disability Visibility Project 

https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/ 

Oboro 

Interrogating Access talks and workshops (2019) 

Regroupement québécois de la danse 

Art, handicap et accessibilité: Et si on réimaginait le monde? (2019) 

Sins Invalid, disability justice-based performance project 

https://www.sinsinvalid.org/ 
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